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[ realneat] NAPO CONFERENCE

In just a few short weeks, | will be in Reno, Nevada at
NAPO’s 20" Annual Conference and Organizing Expo!

| am beyond excited to spend nearly a week with so many
well-renowned colleagues! In addition to sharing a hotel
room with a colleague from Texas; buddying up with a
mentor organizer from Pennsylvania; and enjoying the
general sessions, networking opportunities, and product
exhibits; | will be attending a full-day preconference
training workshop to further enhance my business skills.
Not only that, but the conference’s opening keynote
address will be given by none other than Peter Walsh,
organizer extraordinaire! (In fact, you may have seen
Peter on TLC’s Clean Sweep or Oprah.) | can hardly wait!

So, as the weather grows milder, travel becomes easier,
and school breaks are longer and more abundant, getting
organized is a task that simply cannot be postponed any
longer! No more delays! Schedule time off work, make
some vacation plans, pack your bags, and get your home
in order before you leave! Well, if nothing else, at least
get your packing lists prepared... Happy trails!

VNN
MICHELLE DEO

Professional Organizer
http://www.realneat.com

[realneat] UPCOMING SEMINAR

GET ORGANIZED, Mowm!

Next month’s organizing seminar, designed specifically
for Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS), will include tips on
how to get (and stay) organized with children through all
their stages—infancy, toddlerhood, preschool years, and
beyond. | will share plenty of practical tips and ideas:

»  managing schedules,
»  maintaining accurate records,
»  storing clothes, toys, and other children’s items,

»  traveling with children (from quick shopping trips
to extended vacations), and

»  cultivating your marriage and personal interests.

In addition, all moms have been asked to bring photos of
the most cluttered (i.e., least organized) rooms of their
homes. During the meeting, without knowing which photo
belongs to which mom, each woman will vote on which
room she believes should be deemed the “messiest.”
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At the end of the organizing presentation, all votes
cast will be tallied and the “messiest room” award winner
will receive a 1-hour organizing gift certificate (a $40
value)! Plus, every mom will take home her very own
Couponing Binder and will have a chance to win a fuchsia
momAgenda Desktop Planner (a $40 value) or a butter-
colored momAgenda Kitchen Folio (a $30 value).

So, come ready to win and to take home tons of practical
organizing tips and ideas! Hope to see you there!

Where: Grace Christian Center, Georgetown, KY
When: Friday, April 25th @ 9:00 a.m.

What: Childcare available (i.e., MOPPETS program). To
reserve a spot for your child, contact me by Thursday,
April 24th @ (859) 321-4759 or getneat@realneat.com.

Cost: Free!
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[realneat] TRAVEL TIPS
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Start early and plan ahead.

The sooner you start making your travel plans, the
more time you have to find great deals on plane
tickets, hotel rooms, attraction entrance fees,
etc. Plus, with the extra time you’ll be able to
spend researching your destination, you’ll no
doubt find plenty of local hot spots that you
would’ve missed otherwise.

Create a travel itinerary.

Be sure to include all pertinent details for your
trip: travel dates, flight details, hotel information,
scheduled events, etc. At a minimum, leave a
copy with your emergency contact back home, and
keep a copy with you in your carry-on bag. If you
happen to run into any snags along the way, you’ll
be glad to have all the relevant phone numbers
and particulars with you.

Prepare a list of emergency information.

At a minimum, your list should include your full
name, home address, phone number, and relevant
medical information (i.e., height, weight, date of
birth, allergies, prescription medication dosages).
Your list should also include details for emergency
contacts back home and at your destination (i.e.,
name, address, phone number).

Gather all travel documents.

Store your personal identification, airline tickets,
vouchers, cash, and traveler’s checks together in a
colorful expandable poly string-tie envelope. Be
sure to keep these items with you at all times
(i.e., in your carry-on bag).

»

»

»

»

Prepare for command central shutdown.
Although you’ll be heading off on vacation, the
world as we know it will not cease to exist. So,
you’ll need to make arrangements with someone
to care for your pets and plants. You’ll also want
to cancel mail and newspaper delivery, adjust the
thermostat, set timers for lights, etc.

Leave your home happy and reap the rewards.
Before you step out the door to begin your travels,
take a moment to tidy the house, clean the fridge,
empty the trash, and make the bed. When you
step back in the door at the end of your travels,
completely exhausted from the journey, you’ll be
so grateful to enter the haven that you created!
Ahhh... home sweet home...

Stop by the local visitors’ bureau.

When you arrive at your destination, stop by the
visitors’ center to pick up all kinds of freebies:
maps, brochures, coupons, discounts, etc. In fact,
if you’re traveling by car, plan to stop at the
visitors’ bureau in every state or province through
which you’ll drive. Not only will you get a planned
potty break, but you’ll also take away a free state
or provincial map and hotel coupons (just in case)!

Relax your schedule.

As exciting as traveling to a new place may be, try
to maintain realistic expectations. Leave some
flex time in your schedule. Need a nap? It’s OK to
take one. Try not to put too much pressure on
yourself to stay busy the entire time you’re away
from home. Just relax and enjoy yourself!
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